
 

 

 

 

 

Homework Policy 

Goodwyn School 

Introduction   

This policy has been written to indicate that our school believes that education is a life-long 

process that is not restricted to just school.  We have decided to incorporate regular homework 

as part of our whole curriculum to extend and enrich our children’s learning.     

Our homework policy reflects the overall aims of the school and the way in which we value 

children taking initiative and responsibility for their own learning, motivated by their class work 

and then carried through in their own time and sustained by their own enthusiasm.    

We believe that homework should be a relevant and valuable experience and therefore aim to 

ensure that it will always be appropriate in type, quantity, time allowed and level according to 

the needs, interests and abilities of the children. We believe that homework should be a variety 

of formal English and Maths and open-ended tasks completed over longer periods in a range of 

ways, making sure that all foundation subjects are covered during the year. 

We believe that a home school partnership, which includes homework, is essential in 

maximising each child’s potential. We aim to ensure that homework enables children 

➢ to practise and consolidate school work 

➢  to give them opportunities to develop research, independence skills and high order 

thinking where they apply previous skills learnt (with opportunities for Blended Learning). 

➢ to prepare for a new topic to be continued in the classroom (Flipped Learning) 

➢ to work in collaboration with family members on occasions. 

Definition   

Activities relating to school learning which are completed outside the school day, are described 

as homework.    

Purpose of Homework   

• To encourage children to develop the practice of independent learning, creativity and initiative.   

• To develop perseverance, self-discipline and self-motivation in our children.   

• To extend the learning environment beyond the classroom.   

• To review, enrich and extend children’s learning.   

• To involve parents, teachers and other adults in a partnership that values learning.   



• To contribute towards raising standards of achievement.   

Children will have different types of homework which will be brought home on a regular basis. 

Topic work homework will be an extended piece involving extra thinking and research so should 

involve the equivalent of 2 nights of homework. Homework will be set in all subject areas at 

least once per term, though some areas of the curriculum will be set more frequently than 

others. Longer deadlines will be given for extended topic homework as quality and depth is 

expected. More than one night will be given for all work, including Maths and English to give 

choice and allow for children’s busy lives. Spellings for all from 1-6. NB On occasions, long 

writing tasks can be set to free up class time to do introductions and critical thinking skills with 

the follow up being the written task at home. Where appropriate a ‘blended learning’ approach 

will be adopted so that technology is embraced and skills practised to reflect the future needs of 

the children. Parents should feel free to sign and comment if the allotted/ suggested time for 

homework has been used and homework remains unfinished. Staff should be flexible about the 

due date if a child is working in depth on a piece and wants an extended amount of time to hand 

it in. 

 

 Weekly Duration 

Nursery • Half term 
Challenges 

• Phonics Practice 

• 1 reading book per 
week from January 
 

 

Lower Kindergarten • 1 piece of Maths 

• 1 piece of English 

• 2/3 reading books 
per week 
 

Approximately 15 
minutes of English 
and Maths 

Upper Kindergarten • 1 piece of Maths 
homework 

• 1 piece of English 
homework 

• Occasional topic 
research 

• ‘Talk’ homework on 
occasions 
 

Approximately 20 
minutes of English 
and Maths 

Transition • 1 piece of Maths 
homework 

• 1 piece of English 
homework 

• 1 piece of Topic 
homework (Science, 
RE, PHSE, History 
or Geography) 

• Occasional ‘Talk’ 
homework 

At least 30 
minutes of English 
and Maths 
 
 
At least 30 
minutes for Topic 
work 



• Optional Christmas 
Homework 

 

Lower Remove • 1 piece of Maths 
homework 

• 1 piece of English 
homework 

• An extended piece 
of topic homework 
(Science, RE, 
PHSE, History or 
Geography) 
 

30-40 minutes of 
English and Maths 
 
 
 
 
At least 1 hour for 
topic work 

Remove • 1 piece of Maths 
homework 

• 1 piece of English 
homework 

• An extended piece 
of topic homework 

• (Science, RE, 
PHSE, History or 
Geography) 

30-40 minutes of  
English and Maths 
 
 
 
 
At least an 1 ¼ 
hours for topic 
work 

Lower Prep Autumn Term 

• 1 piece of Maths 
homework 

• 1 piece of English 
homework 

• 1st half of year-An 
extended piece of 
topic homework 
(Science, RE, 
PHSE, History or 
Geography) 

• From February half 
term 
Exam/ Y6  Prep:- 

• News and Reading 
Journals 

• Non Verbal and 
Verbal Reasoning  

• Comprehension and 
Writing tasks 

• Occasional French 
vocabulary 

 

40-50 minutes of 
English and Maths 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At least 1 ½ hours 
Spring Term- 
VR/NVR optional 
pack 
Substitute 1 Topic 
for extra Maths/ 
English 
See additional 
document on 
Exam/ Y6 
Preparation 
homework 
schedule 

Prep • 1 piece of Maths 
homework 

• 1 piece of English 
homework 

50-60 minutes of 
English and Maths  
 
 
 



 

• 1st half of year- 
Exam Prep:- 

• 1 piece of writing/ 
comprehension 
(alternate weeks) 

 

• From February half 
term:- 

• An extended piece 
of topic homework 
(Science, RE, 
PHSE, History or 
Geography) 

 

• News/ Reading 
Journals 

• Occasional French 
vocabulary 
 

 
 
At least 1 ½ hours 
for topic work 
 

 

Children should read every night in a meaningful way with an opportunity to discuss and recall 

text with an adult. 

Spellings are set weekly for Years 1-6. 

Times tables practice should be daily. 

Recorder practice from Y1-6 regular and preferably not the night before their lessons. 

 

Additional  and holiday work homework which will be set as appropriate:      

• Support work for IEPs and children participating in additional support programmes eg 

Direct Phonics/Jump Ahead, (parents would be informed personally of the need for this). 

This is supported by the SENCO.   

• Where the teacher feels that work needs to be finished off.   

 

Parents are asked to ensure the following:    

Key Stage 1 

• Bookbags complete with reading book and Home School Reading Record are sent in to 

school daily with their child.   

• Home School Reading Records are checked daily and initialled. Comments can be 

made when necessary.  

• They communicate any concerns to the class teachers and annotate when/ what help 

has been given.   



• They encourage their child with tasks set, allowing them to stop if the task is too difficult 

and making notes for teachers if support has been given.    

Key Stage 2   

• Children will write their homework in the homework diaries.  Parents are asked to sign 

them once a week to indicate they are aware of the homework that has been set.   

• They communicate any concerns to the class teachers and annotate when/ what help 

has been given.   

 

Parents should contact the Class Teacher or the Headteacher if they have any queries or 

concerns about Homework.  Parents will be informed if any child repeatedly fails to do their 

Homework.    
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